
Two major mistakes took place after the death of Joshua:

1. They were instructed by God to completely drive out the Pagans who resided in the land of 
Canaan, and they did not do it.

2. After Joseph died, the generation that followed him did not know God nor did not know 
what God had done for them. 
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If you make it your first priority to know and to love God, it will shape your heart to live a God 
honoring life.

Judges 2:22, “I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the Lord 
and walk in it as their ancestors did.”

Today at New Community
Wednesday, March 11, 2009

What’s Near

Adult Study: The Story
God raises up a team of  judges to deal with the sin of  the 
people and assist them to restoration, but there is a cycle 
that is repeated over and over again. six times in the book of  
Judges in a period of  330 years the Israelites experience this 
cycle: sin, oppression, deliverance and repentance. Today 
we’ll learn from the mistakes of  the Israelites so that we 
too can break this vicious cycle in our lives and be restored 
to God

Palm Valley Kids’ Church
This week is a review party in Palm Valley Kids’ Church.  We 
will be reviewing the main points, Bible verses and Bible 
stories from the past 4 weeks. 

FUEL Middle School
There is a constant internal battle against sin being waged 
within us. Our nature sides with sin, making it impossible 
to trust ourselves. This week Fuel teaches us how to silence 
the traitor within.

AXIS High School 
This week we will continue in our Lies series as we discuss 
the lie that “a Christian must be perfect”.
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 John 1:8 - If  we claim to be with-
out sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us.

1 John 1:6 - If  we claim to have fel-
lowship with him and yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not live 
out the truth.

1 John 1:9 - If  we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will for-
give us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness.

God raises up a team of judges to deal with the sin of the people and assist them to restoration, 
but there is a cycle that is repeated over and over again. Six times in the book of Judges in a 
period of 330 years the Israelites experience this cycle: sin, oppression, deliverance and repen-
tance. Today we’ll learn from the mistakes of the Israelites so that we too can break this vicious 
cycle in our lives and be restored to God.

Today’s Summary

FUEL Middle School: 
Spring Thing
Attention all Middle School Students!  
March 13th and 14th, Fuel Middle 
School is hosting its annual Spring 
Thing. It is a 2-day, action-packed 
event here at Palm Valley Church that 
will be tons of  fun and will give you 
opportunities to live out our motto 
“Love All; Serve All.” It is our biggest 
middle-school event for spring, so 
you don’t want to miss it. Cost is $20, 
and space is limited, so sign up today. 
For more information contact David 
at davidg@palmvalleychurch.com or 
956.585.3203.

PVKC- The ZONE (K-2nd)
Are you ready to have some fun? 
This Saturday, March 14th, Kinder 
- 2nd graders will be going to The 
Zone. With unlimited miniature golf  
and 800 fun points for the Game 
Room, this event is guaranteed to 
be a blast. The cost is only $10 per 
child, and the registration deadline is 
March 11th, so sign up today before 
time runs out! To sign-up, stop by 
the kiosk, call the church office at 
956.585.3203, or e-mail Andie at 
andiem@palmvalleychurch.com.

Baptisms
Follow the example of  Jesus Christ 
by publicly announcing your faith in 
Him through baptism on Wednesday, 
March 18th. For more information 
or to sign up, stop by the kiosk or 
contact Robin at 956.585.3203 or 
robind@palmvalleychurch.com.
*It is not a requirement to go through 
Class 101 to be baptized.
.

For more upcoming events, check 
out the events calendar at www.
palmvalleychurch.com/events.

Palm Valley Church 
www.palmvalleychurch.com

Celebrate Recovery: Forgiven and Set Free
On Wednesday evenings starting April 1st, Palm Valley 
Church will begin an Abortion Recovery group “Forgiven 
and Set Free.” This Bible study is led by women who have 
had abortions themselves and are now living in the full-
ness and freedom that only Christ can give. To participate, 
call the office at 956-585-3203 or e-mail info@palmvalley-
church.com.

Volunteers Needed
What is the one thing that every ministry here at Palm Valley 
Church has in common? The need for Commercial Drivers 
Licensed drivers! If you have your Class B-CDL license and 
are like to take trips, you are the right person for the job! If 
you are interested in driving for an event, please contact 
Tyrell at 956.585.3203 or tyrellb@palmvalleychurch.com.

Winter Texan Newsletter
Many of you are part of our PVC family for only a few 
months out of the year, and we would love to keep up 
with you while you are gone. If you would like to receive 
our monthly PVC Winter Texan Newsletter, along with a 
CD of one of Rick’s sermons, please stop by the kiosk, call 
Robin at 956-585-3203 or email robind@palmvalleychurch.
com to sign up.

PVC News Spot:

1 John 1:8 
(TNIV)

1 John 1:6 
(TNIV)

1 John 1:9 
(TNIV)
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This Week’s Personal Reflection:
A portion of  questions on the Personal Reflection study are listed below however, for a deeper 
study visit the website at www.palmvalleychurch.com/thestory for more in-depth questions. 

1. One of  the bright spots in this era was the life of  Deborah (page 87 or Judges 4-5). Knowing it 
was primarily a patriarchal society, what might God have been teaching people about His ideal plan 
for men, women and leadership? 

2. Another bright spot was Gideon. God deliberately chose a “nobody” from an unlikely family 
to lead the people. God then trimmed Gideon’s army from 32,000 men to 300. What reason did 
God give for doing so (page 90 or Judges 7:2)? In light of  God’s explanation, what is the difference 
boasting about or relying on them?

3. Samson’s physical strength was obvious, but how was he morally weak (pages 93-97 or Judges 
14-16)? What cautions from his life story can you take away for yourself ? 

Challenge
God uses Israel to teach the surrounding nations about his justice and grace. He disciplines the 
people according to the law, and yet powerfully intervenes when they cry for help. Imagine that God 
put you in people’s lives to do precisely the same thing: to show them through your experiences 
what he is like. Describe what someone watching your life in recent weeks would conclude about 
God. What adjustments might you make to allow him to show himself  more clearly?
 
This Week’s Group Study:
A portion of  questions on the Group Study are listed below however, for a detailed format visit the 
website at www.palmvalleychurch.com/thestory for family, couple or small group discussions. For 
maximum effectiveness we recommend that you complete this Group Study Guide after the lesson 
is taught in New Community. 

1. Human cultures across the globe can have God-honoring, neutral or very sinful aspects. The 
hardest thing to do is be unbiased about the faults of  our own culture because we are so immersed 
in it. Without over-analyzing, come up with at least 5 things that fit in each of  those three categories 
(15 total) for the culture you live in. Share at least two from each category with members of  your 
discussion group. Does everyone agree with what should be in each category or is most important? 
How can we avoid conforming too much to the culture around us—and at the same time steer clear 
of  turning our criticisms into judgment (rather than dealing with the log in our own eye)? 

Next Week’s Reading
The Story - Chapter 9 (Pages 99-104) or The Bible – Ruth 1-4
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Sin:
I’m chasing the wrong thing.
I have mixed up priorities.
I have an addiction and/or addictive personality.
I keep mistreating other people.

Oppression:
My relationship with God has been affected.
I am destroying relationships with others.
It does, or will, affect my physical or emotional health.
It does, or will, affect me financially.

Repentance:
I am not ready to come clean with God.

    I am ready to come clean with God.

Mesopotamians - Othniel
Moabites - Ehud
Canaanites - Deborah
Midianites - Gideon
Ammonites - Jephthah
Philistines - Samson

Judges

Mesopotamians - 8 years
Moabites - 18 years
Canaanites - 20 years
Midianites - 7 years
Ammonites - 18 years
Philistines - 40 years
*Children of Israel were oppressed for 
111 years.

Nations Oppressed


